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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Academic Goals

1. Our education will help students acquire expert knowledge on political phenomena.

2. Our education will seek academic excellence through active research and lectures.

3. Our education will contribute to society and community by training specialists of
political affairs.

Fields of Study

+ Master’s Degree Program
Political Science and International Relations Political Thoughts
Comparative Politics International Relations

* Doctoral Degree Program
Political Thoughts Comparative Politics International Relations

Degree Requirements

1. Doctoral and master’s degree candidates must pass a preliminary departmental
examination before submitting their dissertations to the examination committee. In the
preliminary examination, a committee consisting of full-time professors evaluates the
quality of dissertation proposals.

2. Students in the master’s degree program must earn 9 credits or more from their major
field of study and 3 credits each or more from the other fields of study. Including
credits from other departments, the total credits should be more than 24 credits. This
applies to all incoming students from Spring 2017.

3. Students in the doctoral degree program must earn 9 credits or more from their major
field of study and 3 credits each or more from the other fields of study. Including
credits from other departments, the total credits should be more than 30 credits. This
applies to all incoming students from Spring 2021.

4. Students in the combined master’s and doctorate degree program must earn 9 credits
or more from their major field of study and 3 credits each or more from the other fields
of study. Including credits from other departments, the total credits should be more
than 48 credits. This applies to all incoming students from Spring 2021.

5. In order to submit his/her dissertation, a doctoral student must have a published or
forthcoming paper in an academic journal listed in SSCI/SCI/A&HCI/KCI. If the paper
does not indicate its main author, the department head must confirm that the student
played a primary role in completing the paper. Only one person is recognized as main
author for each paper. This requirement applies to students entering the program in
Fall 2009 or later.



6. Students in the master’'s degree program should choose only Political Science and
International Relations as their major field of study for the first two semesters. They
must change their field of study to Political Thoughts, Comparative Politics, or
International Relations at the beginning of their third semester in the program. This
requirement applies to students entering the program in Spring 2017 or later.

7. All students in the master’s, doctoral, and combined master’s and doctorate degree
program are encouraged to take the department’s basic common course. Among the
department’s basic common course, POL503(Comparative Politics Theory) is regarded
as Comparative Politics major course: POL506(International Politics Approach)is
regarded as International Relations major course; POL509(History of Political Thought)
is regarded as Political Thoughts. This requirement applies to students entering the
program in Spring 2017 or later.

8. Students in the master’s degree program can choose the “Expert Track” after their
first two semesters. Students who wish to choose the Expert Track must apply for the
master's thesis replacement system within the period set by the graduate school.
Expert Track students must complete at least 6 additional credits of graduate courses
in their field of interest including graduate courses in other departments, participate
in the ‘Politics Research Methods Workshop for Resolving Social Problems’ offered by
the department, and write a research report for solving social problems in the field of
interest for evaluation. This applies to students with at least one semester remaining
before the completion of the coursework. [2021.11.5. A1A]

9. An article that has been published or is scheduled to be published as a main
author in an SCI/SCI/A&HCI-registered journal or a KCI-registered (candidate)
journal can be submitted as a thesis for a master's degree or as a chapter in a
doctoral dissertation. However, in order to use the published (or forthcoming)
article for the thesis or dissertation, the requirements in [Appendix 1] must be
fulfilled. This applies from the students who are graduating in the second semester
of the 2022 academic year.

Comprehensive Examination

1. For the field of Political Thoughts, the comprehensive examination consists of one
question each from the basic common course (POL 509) and the sub-fields. For the
fields of Comparative Politics and International Relations, professors who offered the
graduate courses during the previous two semesters will write one exam question per
professor based on his/her courses.

2. Students must answer three questions from their major field of study, and one
question from each other field of study.

3. Students in the master’s degree program should complete more than 12 credits which
include 6 credits or more from their major field of study and 3 credits each or more
from other fields of study.



4. Students in the doctoral program should complete more than 21 credits which include
9 credits or more from their major field of study and 3 credits each or more from other
fields of study.

5. Students in the combined master’s and doctorate degree program should complete
more than 30 credits which include 9 credits or more from their major field of study
and 3 credits each or more from other fields of study.

Addendum

Articlel. These bylaws apply to all incoming students from Fall 2015.

Article2. Comprehensive Examination-Article 2 applies to students entering the program
in Fall 2017 or later. For students who entered before Fall 2017, if the field that did not
pass is their major, they should choose 3 questions from their major field of study. If the
field that did not pass is not their major, they should choose 1 question of the field.



[Appendix 1]

Requirements for Using an Article Published (Forthcoming) in an Academic Journal
for a Thesis/ Dissertation

Items Requirements

1. Cite the article published in the journal and indicate the
source precisely .

2. Obtain permission for use from the publisher who has the
copyright for the published article in the journal, and write
Research that fact in the thesis/dissertation.

Ethics 3. If you want to use data or a part produced by the

co-author(s) of the article published in the journal as it is or
in a modified form, you must obtain permission for the use
of the part from each co-author and describe or indicate the
fact in the thesis/dissertation.

The article published in the journal must be rewritten in
accordance with the format of the thesis/dissertation.

Format
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